
Basic Requirements of a Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan

(As outlined in NPDES, 40 CFR 122.26 (1999).

A Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
is basically an erosion, sediment and
waste chemical control plan. It is up to
the permit holder to decide what types
of Best Management Practices (BMPs)
to use at a given site, but the company/
municipality/contractor must comply
with the permit requirement. SWPPPs
will typically include:

• Site Description with a map.

• A description of the sediment, 
erosion and polluted water controls 
used on-site, including stabilization 
and structural practices (such as 
seeding, and catch basin inserts 
like the Ultra-Drain Guard or 
Ultra-Grate Guard).

• Descriptions of the BMPs to control 
stormwater runoff after completion 
of a construction activity or as a part 
of a long term maintenance plan.

What are the Permit Requirements?

Permit holders are required to develop,
implement and enforce a stormwater
management program to:

1. Reduce the discharge of pollutants to 
the maximum extent practicable (MEP).

2. Protect water quality.

3. Satisfy the appropriate water quality 
requirements of the Clean Water Act.

4. Submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) 
which includes BMPs to be used, 
measurable goals, frequency of 
actions and responsible persons.

What are Baseline BMPs?

• Good Housekeeping:
reduce spill potential, routine inspections.

• Preventive Maintenance: maintain
pipes, pumps, drum/tank storage and 
stormwater devices.

• Visual Inspections: signs of obvious 
stormwater contamination in outdoor 
storage and processing areas.

• Spill Prevention and Response: spill
containment of drums and tanks, spill 
clean-up procedures, easily accessible 
spill response products.

• Sediment and Erosion Control: control
methods for high erosion areas due to 
topography activities or other factors.

• Runoff Management: flow diversion, 
filtering using catch basin inserts, use 
of sumps, berms, mitigative techniques 
such as vacuuming, use of sorbents. 

What are Advanced BMPs?
• Vegetated Filter Strips
• Detention Basins and Ponds
• Catch Basin Filters (disposable)
• Passive Skimmers
• Litter Removal Devices
• Silt Fences
• Drain Inlet Inserts
• Permanent Catch Basin Inserts

Partial List of Industries Requiring a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan

• Paper • Wood
• Chemical • Cosmetics
• Petroleum • Paint
• Metals • Fertilizers
• Transportation • Building Products
• Food • Minerals
• Textiles • Marine
• Plastics
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