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MODERN WATER LAUNCHES INNOVATIVE NEW RAPID TEST KIT FOR THE MOST 
COMMONLY DETECTED PESTICIDE IN DRINKING WATER IN THE UNITED STATES  

 

 
 
Modern Water plc (AIM:MWG), the owner of leading water technologies for the production of 
fresh water and monitoring of water quality, has recently launched the QuickChek™ 
Atrazine, a rapid enzyme immunoassay strip test. Atrazine is one of the most widely used 
herbicides in the United States and Australia. Since 2001 it is the most commonly detected 
pesticide in drinking water supplies in the United States.  
 
Many research studies have associated long term exposure to atrazine with being toxic to 
wildlife, impairing the human immune system and causing birth defects. The US 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has acknowledged the harmful effects and has 
limited its use to only be applied by a pesticide professional, with the exception for lawn 
care, turf and conifer trees.  
 
In 2013, 73.7 million pounds of the chemical compound was applied in the United States and 
was used on more than half of all corn crops and up to 90% of sugar cane. High levels of 
contamination in water have been found especially in the Midwest and Southern United 
States making the requirement for a quick test kit to measure the amount of atrazine in water 
essential. 
 
Modern Water’s QuickChek™ Atrazine strip test produces results in just 10 minutes and is 
ideal for detecting atrazine in both drinking water and environmental water samples. It has 
excellent analytical precision with a detection range from just 0.75 ppb to 10 ppb. 
This innovative technology saves operators and laboratories both time and resources when 
compared to costly analytical instrumentation that can take over an hour to achieve results.  
This enables plant operators to take faster corrective action when atrazine levels spike due 
to storm water runoff. 
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Notes to editors 
Modern Water owns, installs and operates world-leading membrane technology and 
develops and supplies advanced systems for water monitoring.  Its shares trade on the 
Alternative Investment Market of the London Stock Exchange. 
 
Modern Water's patented forward osmosis (FO) technology’s benefits include lower energy 
consumption and lessen environmental impact in a variety of industries. With a sales 
presence in almost 60 countries, the Group's Monitoring Division includes a leading real-time 
continuous toxicity monitor and trace metal analysers for monitoring the quality of drinking 
water. 
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